PEACE ACTION WISCONSIN STEERING COMMITTEE MINUTES

MARCH 22, 2010 AT PEACE ACTION CENTER

Present: Brian Bunzel, Bob Graf, Art Heitzer,  Chris Kuehnel, Brian Madden, Debbie Metke, Susan Ruggles, Erik Sperling, Ryan Clancy. Staff: Liz Klainot, Jessie Read. Absent: Arnold Kaufman, Matthew Scholtes, KAS Schwerdtfeger, Slim Helbick

Sue Ruggles stepped in as facilitator in Matt’s absence.

1) Welcome and Opening Question with questions Matt sent via e-mail.

What is the most important thing we should be doing right now? 

Brian: Mission statement was asked to be read and was read from binder by Art.

Bob Graf: Focus on holding her accountable for her votes on war spending.

Military at Marquette, another example of focusing on an issue, and come together as a unit to get a public debate with Marquette.

Debbie: Focus more on getting new members.

Chris: Post the mission statement on the wall in Peace Action.

Erik: Expand our message to more people, beyond the “choir”. Focus on how to get the message to a more broad audience.

Sue: Focus more on our Mission Statement and place it on the wall.

Debbie: Willing to work on posting the Mission Statement on the wall. 

2) Administration:

Changes to agenda: 

Art: Adding one minute to reinvigorate African Committee.

Approve Minutes from February.

A five minute limit was set for this.

MOTION by Erik to just include what decisions were made rather than discussions. Seconded by Bob Graf.

CONSENSUS.

MOTION to amend Minutes by Art at two points:

1) Minutes amend “we offer to co-host” rather than we decide to co-host Gwen Moore meeting.

2) Clarify that Gwen Moore’s office sets the agenda for the meeting rather than ad-hoc committee sets the agenda. 

Minutes approved as amended with the two clarifications above.

CONSENSUS.

3) Staff time as a limited resource

Reviewed the handout which Matt had supplied. Asked to please read through this and discuss as need be.

Chris asked about volunteers in point #3 on handout.

Liz confirmed two interns would be at Peace Action this summer.

Jessie said she would clarify more on volunteers functioning in her staff report.

4) Program Director Report

(See handout for details)
Liz said she was told by Gwenn Moore’s office that a date has not been set yet for Town Hall Meeting. And Moore has not confirmed if Kucinich will attend or not. Moore’s office tells Liz that they will call her when they have a date and whether or not Kucinich will be present.

MOTION by Sue to approve registration fee of $120.00 for U.S. Social Forum in June 2010.

Seconded by Art.

CONSENSUS. 

5) Finance Committee Report 

(See report handout for details)

Roofing bids being asked for from a few companies.

A few SC members gave suggestions of roofers.
Update expectations of new members and renewals – Brian M. and Chris to work out a more realistic dollar amount in what is achievable. This task is for the benefit of Membership Cmte and Chris offers his Excel skills. Chris is not sure what amount in the budget is of membership renewals.  This is not a move to change the budget but a separate task to help Membership Cmte track and reach a goal. 

MOTION to approve Finance Cmte Report

Seconded by Brian M.

CONSENSUS

6) Internal Operations Staff Report

(see report handout)
$75.00 was made at the event at Friends Meeting House April 19th where Committing Poetry In Times Of War which PA co-sponsored.

Jessie brought tickets for Marx In Soho to this meeting and SC members were asked to take as many as they can to sell them. 

Flyers for Marx In Soho are available and all are asked to take flyers and post in the community.

MOVE  by Sue to approve Jessie’s report.

Seconded.

CONSENSUS.

7) Fundraising Events, Activities, Tasks, Delegation

(Matt to report next month)

Fundraising

Marx In Soho reach out to recruit new members at event(s).

Mothers Day Luncheon – no report yet.

Winetasting Event– Liz to report next month for an early summer Carbon Free Nuclear Free theme for Winetasting event.

Julie Enslow Fundraiser in her honor, – Matt may know next month.

April 13th mailing appeal with annual report enclosed to 900 people (Jessie and Matt).

Move to approve Fundraising report,

CONSENSUS.

Membership Committee Report

April 26th five MC members are doing renewal calls.

Always have a sign-up sheet to go around at all events.

Continue weekly renewal calls every Wednesday 

8) Coalition decisions, reports, activities

Saul Landau event April 26th, 

MOTION by Art to have Peace Action co-sponsor this event.

Seconded.

CONSENSUS.

MOTION by Brian to reschedule the April 26th Steering Committee meeting so many of us can attend the Saul Landau event.

New meeting time for April is Wednesday April 28th at 7 p.m.

MOTION by Art to co-sponsor Mildred Fish Harnack event Sunday June 6th at 4:00 pm

Filmmakers will be here in Milwaukee.

Seconded by Chris.

CONSENSUS.

MOTION to co-sponsor retired Army Col. Ann Wright event at UWM talking on Iraq and Afghanistan. Ann was a State Dept. official who resigned due to the question of legality of the Iraq war and an outspoken critic of the war.

Seconded.

CONSENSUS.

9) African Committee

Art seeks to revive the African Committee 

Seeking to focus on ‘Vulture Funds” in Africa which co-creates placement of weapons into Africa.

Sen. Feingold is on the Special Foreign Relations Committee in Washington DC.

The African Committee of Peace Action has been dormant for a couple years.
No need for a MOTION because this is an approved committee of Peace Action.

10) Other Internal Operations business:

Coordinating Committee – report deferred until later date.
Bylaw Changes – deferred until later date.

11) Open discussion and new business for the future:

Chris Hedges article – handout available for all of recent article.

12) Announcements:

1) April 13th event with Dr Luther Castillo on universal healthcare we are co-sponsoring.

2) Zeidler Memorial Lecture on March 22nd with John Nichols at downtown central library.

3) WCPJ event 20th Anniversary at the Mitchell Park Pavilion, 2200 W. Pierce St.
4) Milwaukee April 29th, 5-7 pm, Matt Rothschild is a guest speaker. 

Minutes respectfully submitted, Brian Madden

